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October Funding News 
 

On October 1, 2015, congressional leaders passed a continuing resolution essentially funding the 

government for the next couple of months (avoiding a potential government shutdown). This month’s 

Funding News reviews the President’s proposed 2016 Education Budget for new priorities that may 

still be funded. For the full budget proposed by the president see Fiscal Year 2016 Budget of the 

United States Government. 

 

Education Funding Highlights:  

 

The President’s 2016 Budget provides $70.7 billion in discretionary funding and $145 billion in new 

mandatory funding for the U.S. Department of Education. This includes:  

 

4 An increase of $1 billion for Title I Grants to LEAs to support efforts to provide equitable 

access to high-quality education for all students, for a total of $15.4 billion.  

 

4 $1.3 billion in mandatory funding in 2016 and $75 billion over 10 years for the President's 

landmark Preschool for All proposal to ensure four-year-olds across the Nation have access to 

high-quality preschool programs.  

 

4 $750 million to significantly extend the reach of the Preschool Development Grants 

program, which is paving the way for Preschool for All by supporting State efforts to develop 

and expand high-quality preschool programs in targeted communities.  

 

mailto:cwhiteci@esboces.org
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2016/assets/budget.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2016/assets/budget.pdf
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4 $1 billion in mandatory funding, and $5 billion over five years for the new Teaching for 

Tomorrow program to support transformations in how States recruit and prepare new 

teachers, and in how States and districts develop, support and compensate teachers already in 

the classroom.  

 

4 Investing in what works in K-12 and postsecondary education with $300 million for 

Investing in Innovation and $200 million for the First in the World initiative for college 

opportunity and completion.  

 

4 Two years of free community college for responsible students through a $60.3 billion 

mandatory investment in America’s College Promise over the next ten years and $200 million 

for the American Technical Training Fund to provide accelerated training in high-demand 

fields.  

 

4 A $29.7 billion mandatory investment over 10 years to continue indexing Pell Grants to 

inflation after 2017.  

 
Reforms:  
 

4 Simplifying the FAFSA to make it easier for families to access critical resources to help pay 

for college and also helping borrowers manage their debt by streamlining and better targeting 

income-driven repayment.  

 

4 Promoting greater use of evidence and evaluation across the Department’s programs to 

identify what works best to support student success throughout the education pipeline.  

 
 
 
For the full Fact Sheet on FY 2016 education funding click here. 
 
There are five key steps in the federal budget process: 
 

1. The President submits a budget request to Congress (see Fiscal Year 2016 Budget of the 

United States Government) 

2. The House and Senate pass budget resolutions 

3. House and Senate Appropriations subcommittees "markup" appropriations bills 

4. The House and Senate vote on appropriations bills and reconcile differences 

5. The President signs each appropriations bill and the budget becomes law

mailto:cwhiteci@esboces.org
https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/budget16/budget-factsheet.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2016/assets/budget.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2016/assets/budget.pdf
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For more information about the following opportunities or to receive help with finding, planning, 

preparing, and submitting grant applications, please contact Dr. Candace White-Ciraco, Director, 

Office of Planning and Program Improvement, (631) 687- 3263, cwhiteci@esboces.org. Also, please 

inform us of your interest in partnering with other organizations on a grant or program so that we 

can best coordinate everyone’s efforts. 

 
New York State Education Department Grants Opportunities 

 
Suggestion: open your web browser and use the hyperlinks to jump to web pages 

 
For a regularly updated list of grant opportunities administered by the New York State Education 

Department, see http://www.p12.nysed.gov/funding/currentapps.html 
 

2015-16 Title I School Improvement Section 1003(a) - Basic School 
Improvement Grant Application  

Full RFP with 
Attachments 

2015-16 Title I School Improvement Section 1003(a) - Basic School 
Improvement Grant Application 

Project 
Purpose  

Section 1003(a) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) 
requires that State Education Agencies allocate funds to Local Education 
Agencies (LEAs) for Title I Priority and Focus Schools to meet the 
progress goals in their District Comprehensive Improvement Plan and 
School Comprehensive Education Plan(s) (DCIP/SCEP) and thereby 
improve student performance. 

These funds are to be used to support implementation of school 
improvement activities as required in the 2015-2019 ESEA flexibility 
waiver.  More information regarding the approved four-year flexibility 
renewal can be found 

at:http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/ESEAFlexibilityWaiver.html.  

Technical 

Assistance  

Technical assistance on how to complete your application is available at:  
2015-16 Title I 1003(a) Basic School Improvement Grant Technical 
Assistance 

Application 
Due Date  

Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until November 30, 
2015, but all activities are subject to review and approval for 
funding.  Applications with activities starting in September are due by 
August 31, 2015.  Districts may submit a full or partial application in 

August and then submit revisions as needed until June 30, 2016.   

Detailed instructions are available on the SIG Grant Application page.  

Questions For additional information or assistance please contact: 
SIGA@nysed.gov  

Date Posted August 6, 2015 
 

mailto:cwhiteci@esboces.org
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/funding/currentapps.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/funding/2015-16-title-1-basic-sig-1003a/home.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/funding/2015-16-title-1-basic-sig-1003a/home.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/ESEAFlexibilityWaiver.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/T1/1516basicsigata.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/T1/1516basicsigata.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/funding/2015-16-title-1-basic-sig-1003a/home.html
mailto:SIGA@nysed.gov
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U.S. Department of Education Current Grants 
 

Fiscal Year 2015 Discretionary Grant Competitions 
 

Suggestion: Click the Application Link to view the grant opportunity on Grants.gov 
 

For a regularly updated list of school district (LEA) grant opportunities administered by the United 
States Department of Education, see http://www.ed.gov/grantapps       
 
The following grants are for Research Partnerships involving at least one research institution and at 
least one SEA or LEA. The partnership must choose one principal investigator from either the 
research institution or the SEA or LEA to have overall responsibility for the administration of the 
award. Applicants that have the ability and capacity to conduct scientifically valid research are 
eligible to apply as the research institution partner. These include, but are not limited to, nonprofit 
and for-profit organizations and public and private agencies and institutions, such as colleges and 
universities. SEAs and LEAs (public agencies whose primary responsibility is the education of 
students in prekindergarten, K-12, postsecondary, and/or adult education) are eligible to apply as 
the education agency partner.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
  

CFDA# Closing Date Program Name [and Principal Office] 
Federal 
Register 
Notice 

Application 
Link 

84.305L 01/12/2016 Institute of Education Sciences (IES): Education Research: Low-
Cost, Short-Duration Evaluation of Education Interventions 

Here Grants.gov 

84.324L 01/12/2016 Institute of Education Science (IES): Special Education Research: 
Low-Cost, Short-Duration Evaluation of Special Education 
Interventions 

Here Grants.gov 

mailto:cwhiteci@esboces.org
http://www.ed.gov/grantapps
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-09-28/pdf/2015-24511.pdf
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=279259
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-09-28/pdf/2015-24511.pdf
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=279281
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U.S. Department of Education Forecast 
 

Forecast of Funding Opportunities for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 

 
 

Visit    http://www2.ed.gov/fund/grant/find/edlite-forecast.html 
 

This webpage from the U.S. Department of Education lists nearly all programs and competitions under 

which the Department has invited or expects to invite applications for new awards, and provides actual or 

estimated deadline dates for the transmittal of applications under these programs. The lists are in the form 

of charts -- organized according to the Department's principal program offices -- and   includes both 

programs and competitions the Department has previously announced, and those that the Department 

plans to announce at a later date.  

 
The principal office assignments are as follows: 
 
Chart 1 - Institute of Education Sciences. 
 
Chart 2 - Office of Elementary and Secondary Education. 
 
Chart 3 - Office of Innovation and Improvement. 
 
Chart 4 - Office of Postsecondary Education (Link to IFLE Chart) 
 
Chart 5 - Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (links to NIDRR, SEP, RSA charts). 
 
Chart 6 - Office of Career, Technical and Adult Education 

 

Grant listings include the following information 
 

• Website and PDF links to notices and other important information - where applicable 
 

• Deadline dates for transmitting applications 
 

• Deadline dates for transmitting applications for intergovernmental reviews 
 

• Dates of application notices - both actual and projected application release dates 
 

• Program contact persons 
 

• Available funds - based on the Department's best estimates at this time 
 

• Estimated average size of awards 
 

• Estimated number of awards 
 
  

mailto:cwhiteci@esboces.org
http://www2.ed.gov/fund/grant/find/edlite-forecast.html
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Featured Grants of the Month 
 

PA-13-098, PA-13-099, PA-13-100  
School Nutrition and Physical Activity Policies, Obesogenic Behaviors, 
and Weight Outcomes – Application types: R21, R03, and R01. 

 
The PA-13-098 Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is issued by the National Institutes of Health's 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), the National 

Cancer Institute (NCI), the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI), and the Office of Behavioral 

and Social Sciences Research (OBSSR). The FOA encourages Research Project Grant (R21) 

applications that propose to: (1) foster multidisciplinary research that will evaluate how policies (federal, 

state and school district levels) can influence school physical activity and nutrition environments, youths 

obesogenic behaviors (e.g., nutrition and physical activity behaviors), and weight outcomes; (2) 

understand how schools are implementing these policies and examine multi-level influences on adoption 

and implementation at various levels (e.g., federal, state, school district, and school); and (3) understand 

the synergistic or counteractive effect of school nutrition and physical activity polices on the home and 

community environment and body weight.  

 

The PA-13-099 Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is issued by the National Institutes of Health's 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), National 

Cancer Institute (NCI), and the Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research (OBSSR). The FOA 

encourages research project grant (R03) applications that propose to: (1) foster multidisciplinary research 

that will evaluate how policies (federal, state and school district levels) can influence school physical 

activity and nutrition environments, youths obesogenic behaviors (e.g., nutrition and physical activity 

behaviors), and weight outcomes; (2) understand how schools are implementing these policies and 

examine multi-level influences on adoption and implementation at various levels (e.g., federal, state, 

school district, and school); and (3) understand the synergistic or counteractive effect of school nutrition 

and physical activity polices on the home and community environment and body weight. The   

The R03 grant mechanism supports different types of projects including pilot and feasibility studies; 

secondary analysis of existing data; small, self-contained research projects; development of research 

methodology; and development of new research technology. 

 

The PA-13-100 Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is issued by the National Institutes of Health's 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), the National 

Cancer Institute (NCI), the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI), and the Office of Behavioral 

and Social Sciences Research (OBSSR). The FOA encourages Research Project Grant (R01) 

applications that propose to: (1) foster multidisciplinary research that will evaluate how policies (federal, 

state and school district levels) can influence school physical activity and nutrition environments, youths 

obesogenic behaviors (e.g., nutrition and physical activity behaviors), and weight outcomes; (2) 

understand how schools are implementing these policies and examine multi-level influences on adoption 

and implementation at various levels (e.g., federal, state, school district, and school); and (3) understand 

the synergistic or counteractive effect of school nutrition and physical activity polices on the home and 

community environment and body weight. 

 

These programs are complex research-oriented funding efforts from the National Institutes of Health. 

Novice applicants will need to engage a principal investigator - most likely associated to a research 

mailto:cwhiteci@esboces.org
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=218693
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=218694
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=218695
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institution - to be credible. School districts interested in engaging in research projects such as these 

should speak with researchers from colleges and universities about potential partnerships to discuss 

appropriate methods and maximize the study sample size and impact. 

 

To appreciate how these grants differ, copied below are the generic Scored Review Criteria: 

“Reviewers will consider each of the review criteria below in the determination of scientific merit, and 

give a separate score for each. An application does not need to be strong in all categories to be 

judged likely to have major scientific impact. For example, a project that by its nature is not innovative 

may be essential to advance a field. 

Significance - Does the project address an important problem or a critical barrier to progress in the 

field? If the aims of the project are achieved, how will scientific knowledge, technical capability, 

and/or clinical practice be improved? How will successful completion of the aims change the 

concepts, methods, technologies, treatments, services, or preventative interventions that drive this 

field?    

Investigator(s) - Are the PD(s)/PI(s), collaborators, and other researchers well suited to the project? 

If Early Stage Investigators or New Investigators, or in the early stages of independent careers, do 

they have appropriate experience and training? If established, have they demonstrated an ongoing 

record of accomplishments that have advanced their field(s)? If the project is collaborative or multi -

PD/PI, do the investigators have complementary and integrated expertise; are their leadership 

approach, governance and organizational structure appropriate for the project?     

Innovations - Does the application challenge and seek to shift current research or clinical practice 

paradigms by utilizing novel theoretical concepts, approaches or methodologies, instrumentation, or 

interventions? Are the concepts, approaches or methodologies, instrumentation, or interventions 

novel to one field of research or novel in a broad sense? Is a refinement, improvement, or new 

application of theoretical concepts, approaches or methodologies, instrumentation, or interventions 

proposed?     

Approach - Are the overall strategy, methodology, and analyses well-reasoned and appropriate to 

accomplish the specific aims of the project? Are potential problems, alternative strategies, and 

benchmarks for success presented? If the project is in the early stages of development, will the 

strategy establish feasibility and will particularly risky aspects be managed?   

 

If the project involves clinical research, are the plans for 1) protection of human subjects from 

research risks, and 2) inclusion of minorities and members of both sexes/genders, as well as the 

inclusion of children, justified in terms of the scientific goals and research strategy proposed?    

Environment - Will the scientific environment in which the work will be done contribute to the 

probability of success? Are the institutional support, equipment and other physical resources 

available to the investigators adequate for the project proposed? Will the project benefit from unique 

features of the scientific environment, subject populations, or collaborative arrangements?   

These grants are likely to be offered in the spring of 2016, but require substantial planning. Budget 
requests are limited to $500,000 for any project year. 

  

mailto:cwhiteci@esboces.org
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Grants  and  Awards  for  Teachers 
 

 
Grant Wrangler – http://www.grantwrangler.com 

A free online listing service of grants and awards for teachers 
 
Grants and Awards Categories Include, among others: 
 
• STEM - Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics 
 
• Arts & Humanities 
 
• Health & Physical Education 
 
• Libraries 
  

“About Grant Wrangler - Grant Wrangler® is a free grant listing service offered by Nimble Press™. We make 

it easier for educators, school libraries, and parents to find school funding. We list grants for teachers, school 
grants, and money for arts, history, mathematics, science, technology, literacy, and more. We also help 
education foundations, community foundations, corporate foundations, and other grant-giving 
organizations more effectively promote their grants and awards to teachers and schools. To learn more 
about our grant management software, visit Nimble Net™.” 

 

 
Donors Choose 

 
Donor’s Choose is an online charity maintained to engage the public to become involved in schools by 
giving people a simple, accountable and personal way to address educational inequity. Donors Choose 
provides a way for K-12 teachers to request funding for classroom activities.  The website engages the 
teacher in a step by step procedure to assist in developing your story and itemizing the materials you 
will need to support your project. 
 
Seventy percent of all Donor Choose projects are fully funded by contributors. The average range of 
funding is from 400 to 800 dollars. They include such items as science and art materials, books, audio 
visual aids, journals and even Smart Boards. It is advantageous to keep in mind that the more 
interesting and compelling your request the better the chance of success with larger projects. 
Once your funding goal is reached the materials you requested are delivered directly to your school 
with accountability for all monies donated to you. Funds collected and not used are placed in an 
account for future projects. 
 
Go to http://www.DonorsChoose.org to see if this is something that teachers in your school may be 
interested in. Some schools and businesses have developed matching fund programs to assist teachers 
in their district in reaching their goals. Be sure to check out project funding offers from companies 
and foundations that partner with DonorsChoose.org under the following link:  
 
http://help.donorschoose.org/hc/en-us/articles/202032496-Partner-Funding-Opportunities  - After 
following the link, scroll down to see what partners are funding in New York State. 
 

 
 

mailto:cwhiteci@esboces.org
http://www.grantwrangler.com/
http://www.donorschoose.org/
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Grant Writing Training Opportunities 
 
 

1.  The Foundation Center –training courses, workshops, publications.  Click HERE to begin learning 
about proposal writing. 

 
Introduction to Finding Grants Classroom:  November 10  
Webinar: November 4  
In this newly revised class, attendees will learn what funders want in 
nonprofits seeking grants and how to find potential funders.  
 
Introduction to Proposal Writing Classroom: November 18  
Webinar: November 10  
This newly revised class will provide attendees with an overview of how 
to write a standard project proposal to a foundation.  
 
Introduction to Project Budgets (Proposal Budgeting Basics): 
Classroom: November 18  
Webinar: November 11  
This class will provide attendees with step-by-step instructions on 
how to generate a standard project budget for a foundation proposal. 
Prior attendance at Introduction to Proposal Writing is strongly 
recommended.  

 These free Classes are held at The Foundation Center, located at:  

32 Old Slip, 24th Floor 

New York, NY 10005  

 Space is limited, so register as soon as possible.  

 

Note: Many of these free classes are available as self-paced e-Learning classes, live webinars, and 
recorded webinars. See the Training Courses and Training Event Calendar for more details. 

 

For additional training opportunities, to register, or for more information, call 212-620-4230 
or visit www.foundationcenter.org. 

 
 2.   The Grantsmanship Center - training courses, workshops, publications 
 http://www.tgci.com/training.shtml 

mailto:cwhiteci@esboces.org
http://www.foundationcenter.org/getstarted/learnabout/proposalwriting.html%3Bjsessionid%3D55SJ1XLUIEC
http://grantspace.org/classroom
http://www.foundationcenter.org/
http://www.tgci.com/training.shtml

